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To Our Readers

Changes: Readers of this publication are encouraged to sub-
mit suggestions and changes that will improve it. Recom-
mendations may be sent directly to Commanding General,
Marine Corps Combat Development Command, Doctrine
Division (C 42), 3300 Russell Road, Suite 318A, Quantico,
VA 22134-5021 or by fax to 703-784-2917 (DSN 278-2917)
or by E-mail to morgann@mccdc.usme.mil. Recommenda-
tions should include the following information:

* Location of change
Publication number and title
Current page number
Paragraph number (if applicable)
Line number
Figure or table number (if applicable)
* Nature of change
Add, delete
Proposed new text, preferably double-
spaced and typewritten
» Justification and/or source of change

Additional copies: A printed copy of this publication may be
obtained from Marine Corps Logistics Base, Albany, GA 31704-
5001, by following the instructions in MCBul 5600, Marine
Corps Doctrinal Publications Status. An electronic copy may
be obtained from the Doctrine Division, MCCDC, world wide
web home page which is found at the following universal refer-
ence locator: http://www.doctrine.usme.mil.

Unless otherwise stated, whenever the masculine gender
is used, both men and women are included.
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FOREWORD

Successful commanders have discovered that effective use of their
Religious Ministry Teams (RMTs) has a positive impact on readi-
ness, moral, and family support issues. They also understand that an
effective Command Religious Program (CRP) and the spiritual care
that chaplains provide are irreplaceable on the battlefield.

Marine Corps Reference Publication (MCRP) 6-12C, The Com-
mander’s Handbook for Religious Ministry Support, is a common-
sense guide designed for field grade commanders to help facilitate
their CRP and to empower their chaplains and RMTs. As a part of the
Marine Corps Religious Ministry family of publications, it summa-
rizes information contained in Marine Corps Warfighting Publication
(MCWP) 6-12, Religious Ministry Support in the U.S. Marine Corps,
which is crucial for commanders to become leaders in their CRP.

I commend this publication to all commanders to better use their
CRP and to train Navy chaplains for responsible positions in the
operating forces.

EDWARD HANLON, JR.
Lieutenant General, U.S. Marine Corps
Commanding General
Marine Corps Combat Development Command
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Chapter 1
Spirituality and Warfare

There are only two forces in the world, the sword and the spirit. In
the long run the sword will always be conquered by the spirit.

—Napoleon Bonaparte

Lieutenant Colonel Ray Murray commanded the 5th Marines at the
Chosin Reservoir. Reflecting on leadership during the fighting
withdrawal from this hellish deathtrap he said, “I personally felt in a
state of shock, the kind of shock one gets from some great personal
tragedy, the sudden loss of someone close. My first fight was within
myself. I had to rebuild that emptiness of spirit.”1

The rebuilding that Lieutenant Colonel Murray refers to is replen-
ishing the spirit. He was referring to his own spiritual life and how
important it is to keep that aspect of our life intact in spite of the
chaos that surrounds us. We call that spiritual readiness. This chap-
ter will address spiritual readiness and what it has to offer Marines.

Spiritual Readiness

Spirituality begins when a person searches for religious faith. Para-
doxically, spirituality is a private matter acted out in a public way.
Spiritual readiness renders a Marine capable of coping with any crisis.
It is inner self that is tough without being cold. Spiritual readiness is
the quality of a Marine’s inner self that distinguishes between courage
and recklessness. It is an aspect of leadership that is as important as
physical readiness or training. Spiritual readiness is the bedrock upon
which the concepts of honor, courage, and commitment are built.
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