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FOREWORD

Marine Corps Warfighting Publication (MCWP) 3-11.4, Helicopterborne Operations,
describes how infantry and aviation units plan and conduct helicopterborne operations
during subsequent operations ashore. MCWP 3-11.4 emphasizes the coordination neces-
sary between ground, air, combat support, and combat service support organizations con-
cerning the planning sequence and tactical employment of ground and aviation elements.
It describes the versatility of helicopterborne operations and explains the tactical funda-
mentals of helicopterborne operations for ground-based operations once ashore.

MCWP 3-11.4 is intended for commanders, staff officers, and support units responsible
for the planning and execution of helicopterborne operations. However, it should be read
by any Marine involved in the execution of helicopterborne operations.

This publication does not contain information relative to amphibious operations. Helicop-
terborne operations in amphibious operations are discussed in MCWP 3-31.5, Ship-to-
Shore Movement, Naval Warfare Publication (NWP) 3-22.5, Tactical Manual series, and
Joint Publication (JP) 3-02.1, Joint Doctrine for Landing Force Operations.

This publication supersedes Fleet Marine Force Manual (FMFM) 6-21, Tactical Funda-
mentals of Helicopterborne Operations, dated June 1991.
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CHAPTER 1

OVERVIEW

Helicopterborne operations are tactical operations
in which assault forces maneuver on the battle-
field under the direction of an assigned com-
mander in order to engage and destroy enemy
forces or to seize key terrain. They are best
employed in situations that provide the force a
calculated advantage due to surprise, terrain,
threat, or mobility. Helicopterborne operations
allow the commander to maneuver rapidly to
achieve tactical surprise and mass forces, regard-
less of obstacles and without dependency on
ground lines of communication. These operations
embody the combined-arms concept through coor-
dination and planning between the air and ground
commanders. Infantry and air units can be fully
integrated with other members of the combined-
arms team to form powerful and flexible helicop-
terborne task forces (HTFs). These forces can
project combat power throughout the entire depth,
width, and breadth of the modern battlefield with
little regard for terrain barriers. The unique versa-
tility and strength of an HTF is achieved by com-
bining the capabilities of helicopters—speed,
agility, and firepower—with those of the infantry
and other combat arms to form tactically tailored
HTFs that can be employed in low, medium, and
high intensity environments.

Helicopterborne operations are not merely the
movement of Marines, weapons, and material by
helicopter units. They are deliberate, precisely
planned, and aggressively executed combat oper-
ations that allow friendly forces to strike over ter-
rain barriers in order to attack the enemy when
and where he is most vulnerable.

Note
Helicopterborne operations are more than
just air movement operations. Air movement
operations require airlift assets outside of

the assets used for helicopterborne opera-
tions. These operations are used to move
troops and equipment, to emplace artillery
and other combat support assets; and to
transport ammunition, fuel, and supplies.

Helicopterborne operations span the spectrum of
risk. They can be high-payoff operations that can,
when properly planned and aggressively exe-
cuted, drastically extend a commander’s area of
operations. This extension of a commander’s area
of operations enables the commander to execute
operations in areas ranging beyond the capabili-
ties of ground forces.

The speed and mobility of helicopters can pro-
vide freedom of rapid maneuver. Freedom of
rapid maneuver can then fix the enemy and mass
sufficient combat power to destroy him over dis-
tances that would otherwise be impossible to
traverse as quickly. The helicopter’s flexibility
and versatility permit the ground commander to
reduce time and distance limitations normally
encountered in the ground movement of troops.

Sequence of Operations

A helicopterborne operation generally takes place
in the following sequence:

o Planning.

o Briefing.

o Loading.

e Air assault.

o Landing.

« Tactical ground operations.
 Sustainment.

o Ground linkup/air reposition.
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