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1. PURPOSE

FMFM 1-3B, Sniping, scts forth the techniques and procedures for selecting, training, and employing scout-enipers within the

Fleet Marine Forces.

2, SCOPE

FMFM 1-3B complements, and is designed to be utilized with, FMFM 1.3, Basic Rifle Morksmanship, and FMFM 1.3A, Field
Firing Techniques. This manual addresees the scout-aniper’s selection, training, and equipment and its care. It also provides guid-
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ance in the proper and effective methods of employment of scout-snipers.

3. SUPERSESSION

FMFM 1-3B, Sniping, dated 7 April 1976.

4. CHANGES

Commanding General

Doctrine Division (C 42)

Marine Corps Combat Development Command
2042 Broadway Street Suite 210

Quantico, VA 22134-5021
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Reviewed and approved this date.

DISTRIBUTION: TAE
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User Suggestion Form

From:

To: Commanding General, Doctrine Division (C 42), Marine Corps Combat
Development Command, 2042 Broadway Street Suite 210, Quantico, Virginia
22134-5021

Subj: RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING FMFM 1-3B, SNIPING

1. In accordance with the foreword to FMFM 1-3B, which invites individuals to submit
suggestions concerning this FMFM directly to the above addressee, the following
unclassified recommendation is forwarded:

Page Article/Paragraph No. Line No. Figure/Table No.

Nature of Change: [0 Aad
O Delete
[] Change
[0 Correct

2. Proposed new verbatim text: (Verbatim, double-spaced; continue on additional pages
as necessary.)

3. Justification/source: (Need not be double-spaced.)

Note: Only one recommendation per page.

(reverse blank)



RECORD OF CHANGES

FMFM 1-3B

CHANGE
No.

DaATE OF
CHANGE

DATE oF
EnTRY

ORGANIZATION

SIGNATURE




SECTION 1

Paragraph 4

101
102
103
104
105
106
107

SECTION 2

201
202
203
204
205
206

SECTION 3

301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
E) 8

SECTION 4

401
402

FMFM 1-3B

SNIPING

TABLE OF CONTENTS

THE SCOUT-SNIPER

Definition

Dual Mission -
Operational Concept
Sniper Team
Organization

Duties -

Selection of Personnel

SNIPER EQUIPMENT

Rifle, M40A1

Telescopic Sight

Ammunition

Obeervation Aids

Starlight Scope

Care and Cleaning of Rifle and Equipment

MARKSMANSHIP TRAINING

Purpoee
Fundamentals
Progressive Training
Sighting and Aiming
Trigger Control
Shooting Positions
Quick Kill Method
Observer, Shooter Positioning
Zeroing

Effects of Weather
Holds and Leads

FIELD SKILLS

Target Detection and Selection
Range Estimation

Page

11
11
1-2
1-2
14
1-5
16

21
2.2
29
210
215
2-22

3.1
31
31
3-2
3.5
3.6
3-12
313
314
317
3-20

4.1
45



403
404
405

SECTION 5

501
502

SECTION 6

601
602
603

SECTION 7

701
702
703
704
705
706
- 707
708

APPENDIXES

QY EO W

INDEX

FMFM 1-3B

Camouflage
Individual Movement
Occupation and Selection of Positions

SNIPER SKILLS

Range Card, Log Book, Field Sketching
Collection and Reporting of Information

SNIPER TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT

General
Offensive Combat
Defensive Employment

PLANNING AND PREPARATION OF A SNIPER MISSION

Introduction

Sniper Employment Officer

Patrol Steps

Warning Order

Patrol Order

Arm-and-Hand Signals

Basic Fire Support Planning and Control
Zone Briefs

Range Estimation Tables
Basic Sniper Training Syllabus
Marksmanship Exercises
Sniper Training Exercises
Windage Conversion Table
Building Terrain Models

List of References

iv

49
416
4.28

5-1
5-12

6-1
65
6-16

7-1
7-1
76
7-11
7-12
7-13
7-13
7-18

A-l
B-1
C1
D-1
E-1
F-l
G-1



FMFM 1-3B

SECTION 1
THE SCOUT-SNIPER

The Mariné Corps sniper is a Marine who has been carefully screened, selected, and has undergone comprehensive training in
advanced infantry and marksmanship techniques. The sniper’s training, combined with the inherent accuracy of his rifle, firmly
establishes him as a valuable addition to the supporting arms available to the infantry commander.

101. DEFINITION

The scout-iniper is a Marine highly skilled in fieldcraft and marksmanship who delivers long range, precision fire at selected targets -
from concealed positions. -

102. DUAL MISSION

The primary mission of a sniper in combat is to support combat operations by delivering precision fire on selected targets from
concealed positions. The sniper also has a secondary mission of gathering information for intelligence purposes.
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FMFM 1-3B

Selected Targets. Those targets that will have a definite influence on the outcome of the battle and the enemy’s ability to wage
battle, such targets as:

C ENEMY OFFICERS

SNCO'S
NCO'S

A—
 ENEMY SNIPERS)

CREW SERVED WEAPONS, PERSONNEL,
AND EQUIPMENT

COMMUNICATION GEAR AND PERSONNEL )

OBSERVATION DEVICES )

103. OPERATIONAL CONCEPT

A two-man team is the basic operational organization for the employment of snipers. Both team members are trained acout-
snipers with the additional MOS of 8541.

104. SNIPER TEAM

Each sniper team consists of a team leader and a scout-sniper. Both are trained 8541’s. Each team is equipped with:

M40A1 sniper rifle with a UNERTL 10X telescope

Standard M16 service rifle

M49 20X spotting scope

Wide-angle binoculars with mil scale i M
45 caliber service pistols )

Starlight scope if necessary

Radio

" Either member of the team can fill the function of the sniper (with the M40A1 sniper rifle); the other member is armed with the
standard service rifle and fills the function of the observer.
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