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FOREWORD

1. PURPOSE

Marine Corps Reference Publication (MCRP) 2-15.3B, Reconnaissance
Reports Guide, provides tactical reference material on the content and
format of reconnaissance reports. It is intended as a reference aid for
tactical field use and is based on information contained in numerous
doctrinal publications available to Marines. This publication is intended to
be used not as a replacement for those source publications, but as a handy
compilation of important tactical information.

2. SCOPE

MCRP 2-15.3B contains reference material that is frequently used in the
collection and reporting of information resulting from Marine ground-
reconnaissance operations. This publication was prepared primarily to
assist reconnaissance patrol leaders and communicators functioning at the
team level and the parent organization or supported unit to which the
reconnaissance element may report. Leaders and staffs of supported
organizations should also have knowledge of the contents of this manual
so that they may have compatible reporting formats and, thereby,
increased accuracy and consistency of reported information. This
publication is in a loose-leaf format to better facilitate its use.



3. SUPERSESSION

None. This is a new publication that is based on information contained in
locally produced publications and existing doctrinal manuals.

4. CERTIFICATION

Reviewed and approved this date.

BY DIRECTION OF THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE
CORPS

 J.E. RHODES
Lieutenant General, U.S. Marine Corps

Commanding General
Marine Corps Combat Development Command

DISTRIBUTION: 144 000053 00
                  



To Our Readers
Changes: Readers of this publication are encouraged
to submit suggestions and changes that will improve
it. Recommendations may be sent directly to
Commanding General, Doctrine Division (C42),
Marine Corps Combat Development Command, 3300
Russell Road, Suite 318A, Quantico, VA 22134-5021
or by fax to (703) 784-2917 (DSN 278-2917) or
e-mail to smb@doctrine div@mccdc.
Recommendations should include the following
information:

Location of change
           Publication number and title
           Current page number
           Paragraph number (if applicable)
           Line number
           Figure or table number (if applicable)

Nature of change
           Add, delete
           Proposed new text, preferably double-spaced    
               and typewritten

Justification and/or source of information

Additional copies: A printed copy of this publication
may be obtained from Marine Corps Logistics Base,
Albany, GA 31704-5001, by following the
instructions in MCBul 5600, Marine Corps Doctrinal
Publications Status. An electronic copy may be
obtained from the Doctrine Division, MCCDC, World
Wide Web homepage, which is found at the following
uniform resource locator:
http://138.156.107.3/docdiv.



Unless otherwise specified, masculine nouns and
pronouns used in this publication refer to both

men and women.

Record of Changes

Log completed change action as indicated.
Change
Number

Date of
Change

Date
Entered

Signature of Person
Incorporated Change
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General Information

1001. General. The purpose of report formats is to provide information
in a standardized format within or between units. Standardized formats
simplify and speed the accurate, timely flow of reports from information
collectors to information analysts. Formats help to minimize confusion
and assist the generation of tempo. In modern warfare, one can expect to
conduct operations as part of a joint or allied/coalition force; this makes
the disciplined use of accepted formats a requirement. 

1002. Organization. A common listing of units of measurement is
found in paragraph 1006. This paragraph lists codes for each unit of
measurement that may be used throughout a particular report; these codes
are common to all succeeding formats. Each individual report format in-
cluded within this publication (Appendices A through U) is internally or-
ganized to provide a logical sequence for reporting the required
information. The information comprising the report is organized to sup-
port analysis and ensure completeness of data. The information is ar-
ranged as a series of fields; each field contains adequate space for
reporting in sufficient detail. The formats also support the use of brevity
codes, which minimize transmission time and thereby increase the prob-
ability of survival for the reconnaissance patrol. 

1003. Use. The formats in Appendices A through U are intended for use
by the information collector for transmission of reports to the organization
requiring that information. These reports may be used to provide initial in-
formation on specific objectives or areas. They may also be used to con-
firm or amplify information that is already known or reported.
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