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FOREWORD

Marine Corps Doctrina Publication (MCDP) 3, Expeditionary
Operations, establishes doctrine for the conduct of military op-
erations by the U.S. Marine Corps. It describes the Marine
Corps as an expeditionary force-in-readiness that is manned,
trained, and equipped specifically to respond quickly to a broad
variety of crises and conflicts across the full range of military
operations anywhere in the world. It emphasizes the nava
character of Marine Corps forces. This naval expeditionary
character provides capabilities both to forward-deploy forces
near the scene of potentia crises as well as to deploy sustain-
able, combined arms teams rapidly by sea and air. With re-
duced overseas presence in terms of force levels and bases,
these capabilities have become essentia elements of our na-
tional military strategy. This publication aso underscores the
value of Marine Corps forces as a highly cost-effective option
in awide range of situations, including crises requiring forcible
entry. Importantly, this publication establishes versatility and
adaptability as critical capabilitiesin a broad range of circum-
stances for expeditionary forces in an uncertain world. Finally,



this publication describes the Marine Corps key expeditionary
concepts.

This publication is compatible with the Marine Corps' cap-
stone doctrina publication, MCDP 1, Warfighting. Warfight-
ing provides the broad institutional and operating philosophy
that underlies all Marine Corps expeditionary operations, re-
gardless of echelon of command or operating setting. This pub-
lication applies that philosophy more specifically to the
operations of Marine air-ground task forces (MAGTFs) and to
the types of expeditionary settings in which these forces will
likely be required to operate. Where MCDP 1 describes the
Marine Corps philosophy of warfighting, this publication de-
scribes the types of operations of which Marine Corps forces
must be capable.

Chapter 1 describes the complex and uncertain geopolitical
environment near the turn of the 21st century—the environ-
ment in which Marine Corps forces will be required to operate.
Based on chapter 1, chapter 2 establishes the need for a flexi-
ble, naval expeditionary force-in-readiness, describes the re-
quirements of expeditionary operations, and identifies the
characteristics and capabilities of Marine Corps forces that
satisfy those requirements. Chapter 3 describes the particular
expeditionary organizations and forces that the Marine Corps
contributes in support of national interests overseas. Chapter 4
describes the operating concepts that underlie the Marine
Corps conduct of expeditionary operations. Key among these
isthe naval concept, operational maneuver from the sea.



This publication is designed for Marine Corps leaders who
must conduct expeditionary operations or advise others on the
effective employment of Marine Corps forces and for those
outside the Marine Corps who must understand Marine Corps
capabilities and operating concepts. Because this publication
describes concepts that are fundamental to Marine Corps op-
erations, it isrequired reading for al Marines.

C. C. KRULAK
General, U.S. Marine Corps
Commandant of the Marine Corps
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Throughout this publication, masculine nouns and pronouns
are used for the sake of smplicity. Except where otherwise
noted, these nouns and pronouns apply to either gender.



MCDP 3

Expeditionary Operations

Chapter 1. The Landscape: Chaos in the Littorals

After the Cold War: The “New Anarchy”—Crises: Disaster,
Disruption, Dispute—Fragmentation and Integration—Major
Regiona Contingency—Smaller-Scale Contingencies—
Nonstate Actors—The Developing World—Population
Factors—Urbanized Terrain—The Importance of the Sea
and the Littoral Regions—Weaponry—Conclusion

Chapter 2. The Nature of Expeditionary Operations

National Interests, Crisis Prevention, and Crisis Response—
Expeditionary Operations Defined and Discussed—Reasons
for Conducting Expeditionary Operations—Sequence in
Projecting Expeditionary Forces—Expeditionary Mindset—
Naval Character—Strategic Mobility: Closure Rate and

Global Reach—Operational Mability—Operational and
Tactical Competence—Sustai nability—Adaptability—
Reconstitution—Cost-Effectiveness—Conclusion

Chapter 3. Expeditionary Organizations

Naval Expeditionary Forces—Marine Corps Forces
Commands—Marine Air-Ground Task Forces—



Expeditionary Operations MCDP 3

The Structure of the MAGTF—The Marine Expeditionary
Force—The Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations
Capable)—The Specia Purpose MAGTF—Maritime
Prepositioning Forces—Air Contingency Forces—

Marine Component Commands—Standing Task Force
Headquarters—Conclusion

Chapter 4. Expeditionary Concepts

Operational Maneuver from the Sea—Case Study: The
Marianas, 1944—Sustained Operations Ashore—Case
Study: The Persian Gulf, 1990-1991—Military Operations
Other Than War—Case Study: Mogadishu, Somalia,
1991—Maritime Prepositioning Force Operations—Case
Study: Saudi Arabia, 1990—Conclusion

Epilogue.  Operation Littoral Chaos
Case Study: West Africa, 2017-18—Conclusion

Notes



Chapter 1

The Landscape: Chaos
In the Littorals

“It must be considered that there is nothing more difficult to
carry out, nor more doubtful of success, nor more dangerous
to handle, than to initiate a new order of things.””*

—Niccolo Machiavdli

“. . . asecond Cold War might be upon us—a protracted
struggle between ourselves and the demons of crime, popula-
tion pressure, environmental degradation, disease, and cul-

ture conflict.”?
—Robert D. Kaplan



MCDP 3 ——— The Landscape: Chaos in the Littorals

T his chapter discusses the environment in which U.S.
forces in general, and Marine Corps expeditionary forces
in particular, have to operate. It describes a world character-
ized by disorder and crisis, especialy in the littora regions of
the devel oping world.

AFTER THE COLD WAR: THE “NEW ANARCHY”

The end of the Cold War has ushered in a period of widespread
uncertainty, rapid change, and turmoil. The Cold War provided
a known enemy whom we thought we understood fairly well
and against whom we could prepare. The Cold War provided
structure and stability. The global ideologica struggle between
the United States and the Soviet Union tended to subsume
lesser, regional conflicts. Aslocal belligerents positioned them-
selves on opposing sides of the Cold War, loca conflicts were
overshadowed by the globa struggle and were often suppressed
out of fear of starting a global war.

The certainty, structure, and stability that the Cold War pro-
vided have disappeared. The geopolitical situation has shifted
from a bipolar globa structure to multiple regional power cen-
ters with a single world superpower—the United States. Con-
flict has arisen as political groups vie for regional dominance.
Long-smmering animosities have erupted into conflict. In
short, the threat has shifted from the known enemies of the
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