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Preface 

SCOPE 
This handbook provides guidance for planning and conducting land 
operations requiring the close coordination of Army forces and Marine 
Corps forces under the control of a joint force land component commander 
within a joint operations area. It presents considerations and options that 
joint force commanders can employ when designating a joint force land 
component commander and describes the authority and responsibilities of a 
joint force land component commander. 

PURPOSE 
This handbook describes guidance for establishing the command 
relationship based on the joint force commander’s concept of operations. It 
addresses formation, functions, and organization of the joint force land 
component commander. It also discusses the operational questions of who, 
what, when, and how of operations in support of major operations or 
campaigns by a joint force commander. It is not the intent of this handbook 
to supplant approved joint doctrine; nor is it the intent to restrict the 
authority of the joint force commander from organizing the force and 
executing the mission in a manner he deems most appropriate to ensure 
unity of effort in the accomplishment of the overall mission. 

 APPLICATION 
The guidance in this handbook applies to combatant commanders, sub-joint 
task forces, and subordinate components of these commands. This 
handbook is used for guidance and reference only. If conflicts arise between 
the contents of this publication and the contents of joint publications, the 
joint publications will take precedence for the activities of joint forces. 

JOHN N. ABRAMS B.B. KNUTSON, JR. 
General, U.S. Army  Lieutenant General, USMC 
Commanding General  Commanding General 
U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Marine Corps Combat 

Command       Development Command 
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Chapter I 

Authority and Functions  
of  

Joint Force Land Component Commander  

SCOPE 
I-1. This handbook is designed for planning and conducting land 
operations requiring the close coordination of Army forces (ARFOR) and 
Marine Corps forces (MARFOR) under the control of a joint force land 
component commander (JFLCC) within the joint operations area (JOA). 
Joint force land component (JFLC) command operations addressed are 
primarily those involving large forces to include Army divisions and 
Marine expeditionary forces (MEFs) and the conduct of operations outside 
of an amphibious objective area (AOA), if designated. This handbook is 
also useful for planning and conducting land operations across the range of 
military operations and in multinational environments.  

PURPOSE 
I-2. Formation, functions, and organization of the JFLC command are 
addressed herein. Also discussed are the operational questions of who, 
what, when, and how of JFLC command operations in support of a 
campaign by a joint force commander (JFC). Joint doctrine establishes that 
the JFLCC option is available to the JFC. However, the doctrine necessary 
for planning and executing the JFLCC concept is still evolving. This United 
States Army (USA)/United States Marine Corps (USMC) handbook 
provides information and guidance to assist readers in the forming, 
planning, training, and execution of the JFLCC concept. 

Functional component commands can be appropriate 
when forces from two or more Military Departments must 
operate in the same dimension or medium or there is a 
need to accomplish a distinct aspect of the assigned 
mission. 
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