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To Our Readers

Changes:  Readers of this publication are encouraged to submit
suggestions and changes that will improve it. Recommendations
may be sent directly to Commanding General, Marine Corps
Combat Development Command, Doctrine Division (C 42),
3300 Russell Road, Suite 318A, Quantico, VA 22134-5021 or
by fax to 703-784-2917 (DSN 278-2917) or by E-mail to
morgannc@mccdc.usmc.mil. Recommendations should in-
clude the following information:

• Location of change
Publication number and title
Current page number
Paragraph number (if applicable)
Line number
Figure or table number (if applicable)

• Nature of change
Add, delete
Proposed new text, preferably double-

spaced and typewritten
• Justification and/or source of change

Additional copies:  A printed copy of this publication may be
obtained from Marine Corps Logistics Base, Albany, GA
31704-5001, by following the instructions in MCBul 5600,
Marine Corps Doctrinal Publications Status.  An electronic
copy may be obtained from the Doctrine Division, MCCDC,
world wide web home page which is found at the following uni-
versal reference locator:  http://www.doctrine.usmc.mil.

Unless otherwise stated, whenever the masculine gender
is used, both men and women are included.
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FOREWORD

Marine Corps Warfighting Publication (MCWP) 3-41.1,
Rear Area Operations, describes the Marine Corps’ ap-
proach to rear area operations. It provides general doctrinal
guidance for the Marine Corps component and the Marine
air-ground task force (MAGTF) commander and staff
responsible for executing rear area operations. The princi-
ples and planning considerations discussed in this publica-
tion are applicable to the Marine Corps component and all
MAGTFs and their subordinate commands. 

MCWP 3-41.1 identifies the functions that occur within the
rear area, which are integrated within the warfighting func-
tions, to support the conduct of the single battle. It also dis-
cusses the command and control of rear area operations
from the joint level to individual bases, planning consider-
ations, and the execution of the rear area operations func-
tions.  This publication does not provide detailed tactics,
techniques, or procedures for rear area security (see FMFM
2-6, MAGTF Rear Area Security, which will become
MCRP 3-41.1A when revised).  
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Chapter 1

The Rear Area

“That the rear of an enemy’s army is the point to hit
at should be obvious.”1

—MajGen J.F.C. Fuller

Rear area operations are evolutionary in character. As an
operation progresses, the geographic location, command
and control structure, and organization of the rear area will
change. Joint Publication (JP) 1-02, DOD Dictionary for
Military and Associated Terms, defines the rear area “for
any particular command, [as] the area extending forward
from its rear boundary to the rear of the area assigned to the
next lower level of command. This area is provided prima-
rily for the performance of support functions. Further, it
defines a joint rear area as “a specific land area within a
joint force commander’s operational area designated to
facilitate protection and operation of installations and forces
supporting the joint force.”

1. Co-ordination of the Attack, ed. Col Joseph I. Greene, The Infantry 
Journal Reader (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, Doran & Company, 
Inc., 1943) p. 137.
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Rear area operations protect assets in the rear area to sup-
port the force. Rear area operations encompass more than
just rear area security. While rear area operations provide
security for personnel, materiel, and facilities in the rear
area, their sole purpose is to provide uninterrupted support
to the force as a whole. Rear area operations enhance a
force’s freedom of action while it is involved in the close
and deep fight and extend the force’s operational reach. The
broad functions of rear area operations, as delineated within
both joint and Marine Corps doctrine, include—

• Security.
• Communications.
• Intelligence.
• Sustainment.
• Area management.
• Movements.
• Infrastructure development.
• Host-nation support.

Protect the Force

Force protection is essential to all military operations: from
war to military operations other than war (MOOTW). It is
conducted at the strategic, operational, and tactical levels of
war. Force protection preserves vital resources—lives,
equipment, and materiel—so they can be used to accom-
plish the mission. It includes every action or measure that
preserves combat power so it can be applied at the decisive
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