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FOREWORD

Marines must have the versatility, flexibility, and skills to deal with any situation at any
level of intensity across the entire range of military operations. Whenever the situation
warrants the application of deadly force, a Marine must be able to deliver well-aimed
shots to eliminate the threat. A Marine who is proficient in pistol marksmanship handles
this challenge without escalating the level of violence or causing unnecessary collateral
damage. It is not enough to simply provide Marines with the best available firearms; we
must also ensure that their training prepares them to deliver accurate fire against the ene-
my under the most adverse conditions without hesitancy, fear, or uncertainty of action. A
well-trained Marine is confident that he can protect himself, accomplish the mission, and
protect his fellow Marines. To be combat ready, a Marine must be skilled in the tactics,
techniques, and procedures of pistol marksmanship and diligent in the proper care and
maintenance of the M9, 9-mm service pistol.

Marine Corps Reference Publication (MCRP) 3-01B, Pistol Marksmanship, is the Marine
Corps’ source document for pistol marksmanship and provides the doctrinal basis for
Marine Corps pistol marksmanship training. This publication provides all Marines armed
with a pistol with the tactics, techniques, and procedures for range and field firing the
M9, 9-mm service pistol. 

MCRP 3-01B supersedes the discussion of pistol marksmanship in Fleet Marine Force
Manual (FMFM) 0-8, Basic Marksmanship.

Reviewed and approved this date.

BY DIRECTION OF THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS

EDWARD HANLON, JR.
Lieutenant General, U.S. Marine Corps

Commanding General 
Marine Corps Combat Development Command

Publication Control Number: 144 000138 00

Distribution A: Approved for public release; distribution is unlimited.
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CHAPTER 1
THE M9 SERVICE PISTOL

The Marine Corps’ uses the M9 service pistol as a
defensive weapon. It is a semiautomatic, maga-
zine-fed, recoil-operated, double-action pistol. The
M9 service pistol’s magazine holds 15 rounds and
is chambered with a 9-mm ball (NATO M882
round). The M9 service pistol has a maximum
effective range of 50 meters (54.7 yards).

Note: The procedures in this chapter are writ-
ten for right-handed Marines; left-handed
Marines reverse instructions as necessary.

Functional Capabilities

When the M9 service pistol’s safety lever is
moved to the firing position, it can be fired in
either a single-action or double-action mode. It is
designed to fire one round each time the trigger is
pulled. When the last round is fired, the slide
automatically locks to the rear.

Single-Action Mode

The single-action mode allows the pistol to be
fired when the hammer is cocked; single action
requires the hammer to be cocked to the rear
before the trigger is pulled. The hammer can be
manually cocked or mechanically cocked. The
hammer is mechanically cocked after the first
shot is fired. See figure 1-1. 

Double-Action Mode

The double-action mode causes the hammer to
move to the rear as the trigger is being pulled.
See figure 1-2. 

Nomenclature

See figure 1-3 on page 1-2. 

Major Components 

The M9’s major components consist of the slide
assembly, barrel assembly, and receiver. See fig-
ure 1-4 on page 1-3.

Slide Assembly

The slide assembly houses the firing pin, firing
pin block, striker, extractor, and loaded chamber
indicator, and it cocks the hammer during recoil. 

Extractor
The extractor pulls the brass from the chamber
after the round is fired. 

Figure 1-1. Single-Action Mode.

Figure 1-2. Double-Action Mode.
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Figure 1-3. M9 Service Pistol.
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