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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1-1. Purpose and Scope
a. This manual provides transportability

guidance for logistical handling and movement of the
semitrailers, 12- to 25-ton, 4-wheel.

b. The intent of this manual is to provide trans-
portation officers and other personnel responsible
for movement or for providing transportation ser-
vices with information considered appropriate for
safe transport. Significant technical and physical
characteristics, as well as safety considerations
required for worldwide movement by the various
modes of transportation, are included. Where
considered appropriate, metric equivalents are given
in parentheses following dimensions or other
measurements. References are contained in appendix
A, and conversion tables are shown in appendix B.

1-2. Reporting of Recommendations and Comments
The reporting of errors, omissions, and recom-
mendations for improving this manual by the in-
dividual user is encouraged. Comments should be
submitted on DA Form 2028 (Recommended

Changes to DA Publications and Blank Forms) and
forwarded to Director, Military Traffic Management
Command Transportation Engineering Agency,
ATTN: MTT-TRP, PO Box 6276, Newport News,
VA 23606. A reply will be furnished by the Agency.

1-3. Safety
Appropriate precautionary measures required during
movement of the items are contained in chapter 3.

1-4. Definitions of Warnings, Cautions, and Notes
Throughout this manual, warnings, cautions, and
notes emphasize improtant or critical guidance.
They are used for the following conditions:

a. Warning. An operating procedure or practice
that, if not correctly followed, could result in per-
sonal injury or loss of life.

b. Caution. An operating procedure or practice
that, if not strictly observed, could result in damage
to or destruction of equipment.

c. Note. An operating procedure or condition that
must be emphasized.

1-1
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CHAPTER 2

TRANSPORTABILITY DATA

Section I. GENERAL

2-1. Scope
This chapter provides a general description of the
semitrailers, 12- to 25-ton, 4-wheel with iden-
tification photographs, tabulated transportability
characteristics, and data necessary for movement of
these semitrailers.

2-2. Descriptions
The semitrailers, 12- to 25-ton, 4-wheel, covered in
this manual are of various lengths and body sytles;
each has a tubular tandem axle, dual tires, an upper
fifth-wheel plate, kingpin, and foot-type landing
legs. The semitrailers are designed for towing over
all types of roads, highways, and limited cross-
country terrain, in all types of weather. Appropriate
prime movers are 5-ton, 6x6, truck, tractor, M52,

M818, or similar vehicles equipped with a fifth
wheel. For detailed description and data refer to the
applicable 9-series technical manuals. A brief
description, with an identification photograph, of
each of the various semitrailers and body types
follows:

a. Semitrailers, Stake, M127 (fig 2-1) The 12-ton,
M127-series semitrailer is primarily a flatbed trailer
with stake pockets to facilitate the securing of
removable, interlocking panel sides and ends. The
panels can be installed and removed by hand without
special tools. The semitrailer is used in the
movement of all types of equipment. The differences
between models are of minor internal and external
characteristics.

Figure 2-1. Semitrailer, stake, 12-ton, 4-wheel, M127A1.

b. Semitrailer, Van, Cargo, M128A1C and openings. The van body, constructed as a separate
M128A2C (fig 2-2). The 12-ton, M128-series unit of steel tubing covered by steel sheeting, is
semitrailer, van, cargo, is designed for use as a cargo mounted on the same basic semitrailer chassis.
carrier and does not have windows or ventilation

2-1
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